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Big Cats

In Africa there are wild places 

where the big cats live. 
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Africa’s big cats are lions, cheetahs and 

leopards – and all three are very different.  

Their babies are different, too.  
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Lions

Lions live in a group called a pride. 

Their babies are called cubs. 
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A female lion is called a lioness.

She keeps her cubs hidden until they can walk.
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Lion cubs like to play, just like kittens.
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The lioness takes her cubs to meet the rest of 

the pride.
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Cubs learn to live with the pride.
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Everyone helps to bring up the cubs.
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Leopards

Leopards live on their own. 

They often live in woods where they can hide. 
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They like to go out at night, just like your cat.
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The mother leopard brings home food for her cubs.
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She teaches them to hunt. 
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Leopard cubs 

learn fast.
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They often want to do things on their own.
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Cheetahs

Cheetahs hunt in the daytime.

They are the fastest animals in the world.

104

G3_Volume_B.indb   104G3_Volume_B.indb   104 10/05/13   11:46 AM10/05/13   11:46 AM



They must eat quickly when they kill.

Other animals could steal their food.
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Cheetahs are always on the look-out ...
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The mother cheetah hides her cubs in 

the grass until they can run.
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Cheetahs can purr, just like your own cat!
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They like playing together and will share their food. 
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Lions

Leopards

Cheetahs

Lions live in a pride.

Leopards live 

on their own.

Cheetahs are not 

as strong as lions 

and leopards.

110
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Lions help each other 

to find food.

Leopards like 

to climb trees.

Cheetahs can run 

at 110 kph!

Lionesses help each 

other to look after 

the cubs.

Leopards go 

out at night.

Cheetahs like 

playing together.
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Before You Read

1.   Write the answers to 

these questions.

2.   Draw your favourite wild animal 

and colour it.

1 Have you visited a zoo?

  ____________________________________

2 Which wild animals do you like?

  ____________________________________
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Key Story Words 1

1.    Write the name of the animal 

under the picture.

1 2

3 4

5 6

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

lion leopard cub cheetah cub

cheetah leopard lion cub
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Key Story Words 2

1.   Unscramble the letters and 

rewrite the words.

1 s s n e l i o   ______________________

2 i r p d e    ______________________

3 f c A r i a   ______________________

4 h t a c e h e   ______________________

5 d r a p o l e  ______________________

6 e y v o e e r n ______________________

7 i m e t y a d ______________________
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Key Story Sentences 1

1.    Fill in the blanks with words 

from the box to match the text.

1  In Africa there are 

___________ places

where the big cats live.

3  The mother leopard brings 

home ___________ for her cubs. 

5  Cheetahs can ___________, 

just like your own cat!

2  Lions live in a group called 

a ___________.

4  Cheetahs hunt in 

the ___________.

food         wild         pride         daytime         purr
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2.     Unscramble the sentences and 

rewrite them to match the text.

1 learn live with the Lion cubs to pride.

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

2 playing like will Cheetahs and together food. 

 their share

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

3  often can they in woods live hide. 

Leopards where

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________

4  cubs The until cheetah her in mother run. 

hides they grass the can

 _____________________________________

 _____________________________________
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Key Story Sentences 2

1.   Match the beginning of each 

  sentence with its ending to 

match the text.

Cheetahs can 

purr, just

Lion cubs like 

to play,

A lioness takes 

her cubs

Leopards like to 

go out at night,

The mother 

leopard brings 

home food

Cheetahs hunt

Cheetahs are 

always on

for her cubs.

in the daytime.

to meet the rest 

of the pride.

just like kittens.

the lookout.

just like your cat.

like your own cat.

1 a

2 b

3 c

4 d

5 e

6 f

7 g
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1.  Read these questions. 

 Tick ( ) the correct answer.

1   Which big cat mother keeps their cubs 

hidden until they can walk?

  a. lions

  b. leopards

2   Which big cat often lives in the 

woods where it can hide?

  a. leopards

  b. cheetahs

3   Which animal lives in 

a group called a pride?

  a. lions

  b. cheetahs

4   Which are the fastest 

animals in the world?

  a. cheetahs

  b. lionesses

Reading Comprehension 1
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1.   True or False? Write “T” for True 

or “F” for False.

Reading Comprehension 2

There are four big cats in Africa.     _____

Big cats live in wild places in Africa.    _____

A female leopard is called a lioness.    _____

A pride is a group of lions.       _____

Young lions are called cubs.      _____

1

3

5

2

4
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________ cubs like 

to play, just 

like kittens.

________ are 

always on 

the lookout.

________ cubs 

often want to 

do things on 

their own. 

________ must eat 

quickly when 

they kill.

________ are 

the fastest 

animals in 

the world.

1 a

3 c

5 e

2 b

4 d

2.     Complete each sentence 

with the name of the correct 

big cat. Match each sentence 

to the correct picture.

Leopard Cheetahs Lion
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Have Fun with English!

1.   Read the clues and complete 

the crossword.

2 Africa’s big ………

6 When do 

 cheetahs hunt?

7  What does 

the mother leopard 

teach her cubs to do?

1  In Africa there are 

………. places.

3  Lion cubs do this 

just like kittens.

4  Cheetahs are 

the ………. animals.

5  Where do 

leopards live?

Across

Down

4

3

6

1

7

2

5
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2.   Find and circle four words in 

each word snake.

3.   Which of these do you like best? 

Read the words and tick ( ) 

your choice.

b
i

g A

f
r

i

c
a l i o n

c
h

e

e t a
h

c
u

b

h
u n

t
p

r

i
d e w

o

o
d

s

p l a

y

w
i l

d
c

a
t l e o

p

a
r

d

p l a
c

e

leopards lionscheetahs
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Test Your English

1.    Fill in the blanks with 

the correct word.

2.   True or False? Write “T” for True 

or “F” for False.

1 A leopard teaches her ___________ to hunt.

2 Leopards go out at ___________.

3 ___________ live in a pride.

4 Cheetahs ___________ in the daytime.

1 A female lion is called a leopard.  ____

2 Lion cubs like to play, just 

 like kittens. ____

3  Leopards live in a group.   ____

4 Leopard cubs learn very fast. ____

5  Cheetah cubs never share 

their food.  ____
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Go to page 213 to get your 

Reward Certificate.

You have completed 

Big Cat Babies

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!
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Learning objectives: Predict words 
from preceding words in sentences and 
finding words that ‘fit’; use the 
term ‘sentence’ appropriately; use terms 
‘fiction’ and ‘non-fiction’, noting differing 
features, e.g. title, contents page, pictures, 
labelled diagrams; explain their views to 
others in a small group, and decide how to 
report the group’s views to the class.

Curriculum links: Geography: Passport to 
the world; Where in the World is Barnaby 
Bear?

High frequency words: called, do, home, 
just, live, night, their, want, where 

Interest words: lions, leopards, cheetahs, 
Africa, pride, female, cubs, kittens

Word count: 283

Getting started
• Show the children the Big Cat Facts chart on p110–111, but cover 6 of the 9 

boxes. Ensure they understand what a fact is, and read the three facts. Explain 

that this is a non-fi ction text which is full of facts about big cat babies.  

• Give children their own copies, and read the title together, modelling phrasing 

and intonation. Ask what other things they know about big cats. 

Reading and responding
• Read pp90–91 as a group, focusing on their reading of each sentence. Ask the 

children to discuss how they will phrase each sentence, and why, e.g. read to 

the full stop rather than to the end of the line.

• Ask the children to read on silently and independently. Remind them to solve 

‘tricky’ words by checking: what would make sense there?

• Listen to individuals read aloud in turn, prompting them to use punctuation 

if necessary. Ask the children to comment on what they have read, e.g. How 

would you say the leopards are different from the lions?

• Ask the children to look at pp110–111 and discuss the facts presented. Ask 

them to think of any other facts they have found out from the book.

Returning to the book
• In pairs, ask the children to share their own Big Cat facts and choose a 

favourite fact each to feed back to the group. 

• Ask the group to discuss the features of this text that helped us to know it was 

non-fi ction, e.g. headings, contents page, photographs. How are fi ction texts 

different?

• Revisit any ‘tricky’ words (e.g. Africa, kittens) and ask the children to discuss 

the strategies they used, e.g. using prior knowledge of words or context.

Ideas for reading

126

G3_Volume_B.indb   126G3_Volume_B.indb   126 10/05/13   11:47 AM10/05/13   11:47 AM



  Big Cat   My new fact

  lion

  leopard

  cheetah

 Checking and moving on
• Provide the children with a grid based on pp110–111 and ask them to fi ll 

in one new Big Cat fact for each big cat. They could look in other books 

from the class library or use the Internet. 

• Ask them in pairs to write two sentences each about Big Cats, one true and 

one false.  Can their partner say which is which?   

• Ask the children to prepare as a group to present some facts about Big 

Cat babies to the class. They could take turns presenting the facts, using 

photos from the book or other sources to help.

127

G3_Volume_B.indb   127G3_Volume_B.indb   127 10/05/13   11:47 AM10/05/13   11:47 AM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 10%)
  /CalRGBProfile (None)
  /CalCMYKProfile (None)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 350
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.28286
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 350
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.28286
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1270
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.51969
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Coated FOGRA39 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


