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Characters

Storyteller

Worm

Rabbit
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Deer

Beetle

Bird

53
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The play begins on a piece of ground under a large tree.

Worm wiggles out of the ground.

Storyteller: One day, Worm wiggled out of    
 the ground.

Worm:  (crossly)

 Earth! Earth! Earth!  
 I’m fed up with earth for lunch!  
 I’m going to look for some new food.
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Worm wiggles over the grass towards Rabbit.

Storyteller: Worm wiggled over the grass.

Rabbit: Hello, Worm.

Worm: Hello. Who are you?

55
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Rabbit: I’m a rabbit.

Worm: And what do you like to eat?

Rabbit: I like eating grass.
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Worm: I think I’ll try some grass.

Storyteller: So Worm tried some grass.
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Worm:  (pulling a face) 
 No, I don’t like grass.  
                     It’s too chewy.
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Worm meets Deer under the tree.

Storyteller: Worm wiggled along to a tree.

Deer: Hello, Worm.

Worm: Hello. Who are you?

59
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Deer: I’m a deer.

Worm: And what do you like to eat?

Deer: I like eating bark.
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Worm: I think I’ll try some bark.

Storyteller: So Worm tried some bark.

Worm:  (pulling a face) 
 No, I don’t like bark. 
 It’s too hard.

61
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Storyteller: Worm wiggled up the tree.

Beetle: Hello, Worm.

Worm: Hello. Who are you?

Worm wiggles up the tree.
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Beetle: I’m a beetle.

Worm: And what do you like to eat?

Beetle: I like eating leaves.
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Worm: I think I’ll try a leaf.

Storyteller: So Worm tried a leaf.

Worm:  (pulling a face) 
 No, I don’t like this leaf.  
                     It’s too dry. 
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Worm is wiggling along a twig. Bird sees him.

Storyteller: Worm wiggled along a twig.

Bird: Hello, Worm.

Worm: Hello. Who are you?
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Bird: I’m a bird.

Worm: And what do you like to eat?

Bird: Let’s think. I like eating beetles.

G3_volume_A.indb   66G3_volume_A.indb   66 11/05/13   9:50 AM11/05/13   9:50 AM



Worm:  (looking upset)

 Oh, no! 
 Beetle! Beetle! Run and hide, 
 or else Bird will eat you!

Bird: No, I won’t.

Worm: You won’t? Why not?
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Bird: Because there’s something else 
 I like even better than beetles.

Worm: What’s that?

68
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Bird: I like eating ... WORMS!

Worm:  (very scared)

 Oh, no!
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Worm falls off the tree.

Storyteller: Worm fell off the tree.  
 He landed on the earth and 
 wiggled safely back into the ground.
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Worm:  (happily)  
 Earth! Earth! Earth!  
 Yum, yum, yum.

71
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How to put on this play

You will need:  • 6 children  • 6 books  • 6 costumes

1. Choose:

  Storyteller  Worm   Rabbit  

  Deer   Beetle  Bird 

2. Read your words.
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3. Read the play together.

4. Put on the play.

73
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Before You Read

2.    Draw a picture of yourself 

wearing a costume in a play. 

What’s your character’s name?

Name: _______________________________

1. Let’s think about  plays.

Do you like plays? Which ones?

_______________________________

_______________________________
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Key Story Words 1

1.   Write the name of the character   

  under the picture. 

Bird

Worm

Beetle

Deer

Rabbit

Storyteller

1

3

5

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

2

4

6
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Key Story Words 2

1.  Match each word to 

 the correct picture.

earth

bark

5

6

aleaves 1

bgrass 2

c

e

f

twig 3

tree 4 d
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No, I don’t like grass. It’s too   

_________. (dry/chewy)

Worm wiggled up the __________. 

No, I don’t like this leaf. 

It’s too _________. (dry/hard)

Worm landed on the __________.

Key Story Sentences 1

1.    Fill in the blanks with the correct 

word to match what Worm says.

2.  Fill in the blanks. Look at  

 the pictures for clues.

No, I don’t like bark. It’s too  

_________. (hard/chewy)

Worm wiggled along a __________.

1

1

3

3

2

2
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One day, Worm 

wiggled out

Worm wiggled along

I like 

Run and hide, 

or else

Worm fell off

And what do you

Bird will 

eat you!

like to eat?

eating beetles.

of the ground.

the tree.

to a tree.

1

3

5

2

Key Story Sentences 2

1.     Match the beginning of each 

sentence with its ending.

c

e

a

b

d

f

4

6
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Reading Comprehension 1

1.   Read these questions. 

 Tick ( ) the correct answer.

Who goes looking for some 

new food?

Rabbit Worm

1

What does Rabbit like to eat?2

What does Worm find too dry?

grass leaves

3

What does Deer like to eat?

bark beetles

4

What does Worm find too chewy?

bark grass

5

bark grass
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2.  Who said this? 

 Write the name of the character.

3.     Which character wiggles?  

Circle  it.

“I’m fed up with earth for lunch.” 

____________________.

“I like eating worms.” 

____________________.

“I like eating leaves.” 

____________________.

2

3

1
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1

1.  Number the sentences 

 in the correct  order (1–5) 

 to match the story.

Reading Comprehension 2

Worm wiggled over 

the grass to Rabbit.

Worm wiggled safely 

back into the ground.

Worm wiggled 

along to a tree.

Worm wiggled along 

a twig.

Worm tried a leaf.
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Who’s Worm scared of ?

__________________________________

Why is he scared?

__________________________________

Who’s your favourite character 

in the play?

__________________________________

Why do you like this character?

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

1

2

3

4

2.   Answer the questions. 

Use complete sentences.

G3_volume_A.indb   83G3_volume_A.indb   83 11/05/13   9:50 AM11/05/13   9:50 AM



84

g j c k

r t y l

l l u i

a t z

o

a u s e

a w h

o

h

j

b

i

m s

r

v

w

w

e

j

s

e

i

h

c

k

Have Fun with English!

like

who

what

will

over

because

1.  Look at the words in the box.    

 Find and circle them in 

 the word square.
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3.   Imagine Worm is telling his friend 

about his day. Write what they say.

2.   Find and circle fi ve character  

names in the word snake. 

 b
i r

d w o

r
m

d
e

e r r a b b i t b

e
e

t
le

s t o r y t e
l l e r

Worm Worm’s friend

Hello Worm, what 

did you do today?

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________

___________
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1.   Fill in the blanks with   

 the correct word.

2.   True or False? Write “T” for True 

or “F” for False.

Test Your English

Deer liked eating _____________.

Worm liked eating _____________.

Bird liked eating _____________ 

and _____________.

Worm was fed up with 

eating earth for lunch.

Worm liked eating grass.

Bird liked eating bark.

Beetle wiggled along the twig.

Worm landed on the tree.

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

5

_____

_____

_____

_____

_____
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Go to page 253 to get your 

Reward Certificate.

You have completed 

Worm Looks 
for Lunch

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!
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Learning objectives: Act out well-known 
stories using different voices for characters; 
become aware of character and dialogue; retell 
stories giving the main points in sequence 
and notice the difference between spoken and 
written forms; recognise and understand full 
stops and capital letters when reading; identify 
separate phonemes within words.

Curriculum links: Science: Plants and animals 
in the local environment

High frequency words: the, out, of, one, day, 
to, up, for, over, who, are, you, and, what, do, 
like, no, too, this, will, because

Interest words: Worm, Rabbit, Deer, Beetle, 
Bird

Word count: 364

Ideas for reading

Getting started
• Explain to the children that you are going to read a certain sort of story today. 

Ask them to leaf through the book to decide what kind of story it is (a play). 

How can they tell? (E.g. character list, the way the text is presented, stage 

directions.)

• Ask the children what they already know about plays – do we read them as 

ordinary books?

• Read and discuss the title, then turn to pp52–53. Introduce the names of the 

characters. Model reading the parts of the Storyteller, Worm and Rabbit on 

pp54–55, making your voice different for the three parts.

• Walk through the play until p71, discussing what happens on each page.

Reading and responding
• Give each child in the group a part to read and point out their character name 

and the colour it is printed in. Draw their attention to full stops, capital letters, 

question marks and exclamation marks that may help in their reading. 

•  Run through a draft reading in which the children practise their parts, helping 

them if they struggle with unfamiliar words.

•  Now read the play together up to p71. Encourage the children to read with 

expression; prompt and praise for self-correction and fluency.

•  Ask the children in pairs to retell the story, discussing what happens and what 

nearly happens when Worm meets Bird. 
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Returning to the book
• Read through the play again with the children in roles. They should be more 

fluent and use characterisation in the way they speak. They could swap 

characters and read through again.

•  Turn to pp72–73 and discuss the instructions about performing the play. 

•  Draw a phoneme frame on the whiteboard and encourage the children to count 

and spell the phonemes in each character’s name. 

Checking and moving on
• Ask a group of children to plan and prepare for a performance in front of the 

rest of the class, using pp72–73 for guidance. Make a tape recording of the 

performance.

•  As part of their preparation, the children could make masks in which the lower 

half of the face is uncovered. 

• The children could also perform the play using puppets they have made.

•  Ask the children to make a mapping chart of food eaten by the characters,

i.e. deer ’ bark, rabbit ’ grass.

w            o r m

r             a bb i t

d   ee r

b   ee t l e

b   ir d  

89
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